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Elections, Referendums and Surveys 
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http://www.results-elections2014.eu/en/turnout.html


Public Opinion and Europe: 
Elections, Referendums and Surveys 

Developments in 2012: Croatia ς Ireland ς Germany ς UK 
Developments in 2013: UK ς Denmark ς Iceland ς Poland 
Developments in 2014: Switzerland 
Developments in 2015: Greece / UK / Denmark / Poland 
NB: Regional dimension:         Scotland / Catalonia / Flanders etc 
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Public Opinion and Europe: 
Elections, Referendums and Surveys 
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Public Opinion and Europe: 
Euroscepticism 

 
Χ Lƴ many countries, trust in the European 
project is at a historic ƭƻǿΧ 
Political Guidelines for the new Commission, 
July 2014 
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Find more information on Euroscepticism in 
Europe through ESO 

http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1197512
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1152655
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/docs/pg_en.pdf
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=euroscepticism &searchOption=all


With evidence of  
  

Å  low participation rates in the EP elections [2014 ς lowest ever] 
Å  referendum results in Denmark, France, the Netherlands and Ireland 
Å  the results of Eurobarometer opinion polls 
+ impact of the current economic crisis  - rise of Euroscepticism 
 

Communicating Europe effectively has become an issue of major concern to the EU 
Institutions 
 

Å  a need to professionalise the way information is communicated 
Å  a need to involve the Member States as well as other actors 
Å  a need to use new media to get information and messages across 
 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǊƛǎŜǎΧ  ²ƛƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ communication about the EU 
ƳŀƪŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ΨƭƻǾŜΩ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΚ 

Public Opinion and Europe: 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΧ 
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ÅCurrent thinking on EU information and communication policy 

ÅInteractive communication / Participatory democracy initiatives 
ς Connecting with citizens 

ÅMaking the EU more transparent 
ÅEuropean Transparency Initiative 
ÅAccess to documents 

ÅThe role of the media ς new and old 
ÅChallenges facing the media 
ÅUse of social media ς The web 

ÅBetter, simpler and more accessible legislation  
(Smart Regulation) 

Structure of talk 
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The role of information and communication 
in the governance of the European Union 

Current thinking on  
EU information and communication policy 
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ÅWhite Paper on European Governance 2001 

ÅA new framework for information & communication, 2001 

ÅAn information and communication strategy for the EU, 2002 

ÅAction Plan to Improve Communicating Europe, 2005 

ÅPlan D for Democracy, Dialogue and Debate, 2005 

ÅWhite Paper on a European Communication Policy, 2006 

ÅCommunication: Communicating Europe in Partnership, 2007 

ÅCommunication: Communicating about Europe via the Internet: 

       Engaging the Citizen, 2007 

Å/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ  5ŜōŀǘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΧΣ нллу 

ÅAction Plan on Communicating Europe through Audio-Visual Media, 

       2008 

ÅPolitical Declaration: Communicating Europe in Partnership, 2008 

ÅA common visual identity for the EU Institutions, 2011 

Åwŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ нлмн 

ÅEuropean Year of Citizens / Debate on the Future of Europe, 2013 

 

EU information and communication policy: 
Recent developments 
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EU information and communication policy: 
Key themes 

 
Â Duty of the EU to inform, consult and involve (to listen) 
Â wƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ όto 

know) 
Ã Legitimacy / Understanding / Better law  

Â Listen better (interactive communication ς opinion polls etc)  
Â Communicate better (plain simple language ς meaningful everyday examples)  
Â Go local (adapt EU messages to local and sectoral audiences) 
Â Communicate in partnership [Management Partnerships / Strategic Partnerships] 

Â Cross-border communication channels promoting debate and dialogue on issues of 
common concern (European Public Sphere / Citizenship Education) 

Â Use all forms of media 
 
 

Â Information ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŎƭŜŀǊΣ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘΩ 

 [OECD: Citizens as partners, 2001] 
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EU information and communication policy: 
The situation in нлмрΧ 
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EU information and communication policy: 
The situation in нлмрΧ 

 
 
 
 

European Commissioners  
with information and communication responsibilities 2015- 

 
Å Jean-Claude Juncker (President) ς 5D /haa κ {ǇƻƪŜǎǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜύ 

Å WǳƴŎƪŜǊΩǎ new media strategy [EUObserver, 11.09.14 / EurActiv, 01.10.14] 

Å Frans Timmermans (First Vice-President): Better Regulation / ETI 

Å EP Hearing, Oct 2014 ς calls for reform of EU culture 

ÅDǸƴǘƘŜǊ Oettinger (DG CONNECT): Media Networks / Support for Euronews, Euranet, EAO) 

Å Tibor Navracsics (DG EAC): Publications Office / Europe for Citizens Programme / New Narrative on 

Europe 
 

 
 

 
 

Other EU Institutions 
Information and Communication responsibilities 

Å Council of the EU: Directorate-General F - Communication and Document Management 

Å European Parliament: Directorate General for Communication 

Å etc 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-secretary-general/en/organisation/directorategenerals/communication.html


EU information and communication policy: 
The situation in нлмрΧ aŀƛƴ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ 

Χ ǊŜƪƛƴŘƭƛƴƎ Ψŀ passion for Europe, a new pride and feeling of connection between the EU 
and its ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩΦ To achieve this, there is a clear need to communicate with more clarity and 
strength the political priorities on which the Commission delivers collectively, in line with the 
Working Methods of the Commission 2010-2014 which stresses that successful external 
communication is ΨŦƛǊƳƭȅ anchored in the principle of ŎƻƭƭŜƎƛŀƭƛǘȅΩΦ 
 
The President's political guidelines also stipulate that: 
 
+ the dialogue with the citizens and the different actors in civil society, a hallmark of 
the current Commission, will continue to be of critical importance 
 
+ the Commission will redouble its efforts to have a real Commission presence 
communicating on the ground in the Member States and in the regions, in partnership 
with the European Parliament, listening to citizens and dealing first hand with their 
questions and concernsΩ 
 
+ this ƎŀǇ όΧύ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
authorities. 
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EU information and communication policy: 
The Commission Communication programme for 2015 

The Commissionôs communication activities fall under its political autonomy as an institution and its 

institutional prerogatives. The Political Guidelines for the Commission A New Start for Europe: Agenda 

for Jobs, Growth, Fairness and Democratic Change presented by President Jean-Claude Juncker on 

15 July 2014 to the European Parliament describe various ways of óbringing the European Union closer 

to citizens. 

 

Starting from the factual asessment that óin many countries, trust in the European project is at a historic 

lowô, President Jean-Claude Juncker stated as his ókey task to rebuild bridges in Europe after the 

crises. To restore European citizensô confidence. (é) And to strengthen democratic legitimacy on the 

basis of the Community method.ô 

 

Moreover, the President included in the mission letters to the Members of the Commission the 

importance of being óin dialogues with citizens, by presenting and communicating the Commissionôs 

common agenda, listening to ideas and engaging with stakeholders.ô 

 

To this end, there is a distinct need to communicate the Commissionôs core messages with more clarity 

and strength, focussing on the political priorities on which the Commission delivers collectively and 

addressing European citizens at large. 

 

2015 will be the first full year in office of the new Commission. In this context it is important that the 

2015 work programme focus particularly on the support of the main political priorities identified in the 

Political Guidelines as well as in the Commission Work Programme 
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EU information and communication policy: 
Other EU Institutions  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ESO 
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EU information and communication policy: 
2016 Priorities  
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Interactive Communication: 
 Participatory democracy 

 
Connecting citizens to Europe:  

Getting citizens involved and participating ς and voting 
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Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 
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Open Government Partnership (OGP) 
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A Union for the Citizens 
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European Commission Programme: 
Europe for Citizens 

The role of information and communication in the 

governance of the EU.  19 September 2015.             

College of Europe: Natolin: Library Information Seminar  

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/europe-for-citizens_en
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/europe-for-citizens/strands/democratic-engagement-and-civic-participation_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/sites/eacea-site/files/efc_civil_society_projects_list_for_project_results_2015_en.pdf


Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 
9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ 

Å ECI launched 1 April 2012 
Å By March 2015 there had been 
ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΩ 
applications (51 proposed) 

Å Current open ECIs 
Å Much criticism of complexity 

and diversity of procedures 
Å Rejection of Stop TTIP ECI by 

European Commission by 2.5m+ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ ΨǎŜƭŦ-ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘΩ 
ECI (August 2015) 
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Ψ{ǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΩ 9/Lǎ Currently open ECIs 

On The Wire 

For a socially fair Europe! Encouraging a 
stronger cooperation between EU 

Member States to fight poverty in Europe 

http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/welcome
http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/initiatives/ongoing
http://www.right2water.eu/
http://www.stopvivisection.eu/
http://www.oneofus.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/welcome
http://www.transparencyforall.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/initiatives/ongoing/details/2015/000001
http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/initiatives/ongoing/details/2014/000005
https://stop-ttip.org/


Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 
9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ 

Å First European Commission 
review of ECI  published 31 
March 2015 

Å EP AFCO discuss ECI report in 
Sept 2015 and EP vote Nov 2015 

Å New Commission proposal 
2016? 

Å Find further information on this 
subject through ESO 
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Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 2015 

 
European Economic and Social Committee 

6th Your Europe, Your Say! 
Brussels, April 2015 
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84 students and 30 teachers from across Europe came 
together for the sixth edition of Ψ¸ƻǳǊ Europe, Your SayΗΩ at 
the European Economic and Social Committee in Brussels to 
discuss and debate the most important issues for young 
people in relation to EU citizenship. 
 
 The event ended with a vote for the three top proposals for 
more active European citizenship: 
 
+ The environment: going beyond the 2020 goals 
+ Youth employment: you can't get a job without experience, 
but you can't get experience without a job 
+ International transferring of educational qualifications 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-your-europe-your-say-2015
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-your-europe-your-say-2015
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-your-europe-your-say-2015
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-your-europe-your-say-2015
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/resources/docs/qe-02-15-442-en-n.pdf
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http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/
http://ec.europa.eu/europedirect/index_en.htm
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-civil-society-day-2015
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.publications.35346
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-ngo-forum-riga-documents


Interactive Communication: 
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http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/wallstrom/communicating/conference/dialogue/index_en.htm
http://ecc.european-citizens-consultations.eu/
http://www.speakupeurope.eu/home.html
http://www.tomorrowseurope.eu/
http://www.deutsche-gesellschaft-ev.de/
http://www.radiowebeurope.eu/uk/home/
http://www.ourdebate.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/wallstrom/images/DAU0128h.jpg
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/wallstrom/images/DAU0075h.jpg
http://www.etatsgeneraux-europe.eu/page.php?p=24
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http://www.european-citizens-consultations.eu/


 
 

Results of the  
European Citizens Summit, May 2009 

Top recommendations 
1. Lead on climate change 
2. Common healthcare system 
3. Common working conditions 

First dialogue ς then decision 
 That's democracy ς  

21st century democracy! 
Margot Wallstrom, May 2009 

What can the EU do to shape our economy 
 and social future in a globalised world? 

 
I got interested in the EU when the EU got interested in ƳŜΧ 
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http://www.european-citizens-consultations.eu/actualite/12052009/results-european-citizens-summit
http://www.european-citizens-consultations.eu/actualite/14052009/european-citizens-summit-margot-wallstroems-closing-speech
http://www.european-citizens-consultations.eu/actualite/14052009/european-citizens-summit-margot-wallstroems-closing-speech


 
 

Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 2013-14 

A debate has started. The 51 dialogues held across the EU have been a new experiment in pan-European 
communication, where politicians and citizens debated what is needed to strengthen the democratic structures of 

our Union. With new debates being organised nationally, there appears to be strong demand for such 
conversations, and real potential for this to turn into a lasting European project. 
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http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/citizens-dialogues-pbNA0414466/?CatalogCategoryID=6R8KABstitkAAAEjvJEY4e5L
http://ec.europa.eu/debate-future-europe/citizens-dialogues/belgium/brussels3/dialogue_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/debate-future-europe/citizens-dialogues/belgium/brussels3/dialogue_en.pdf
http://www.debatingeurope.eu/


 
 

Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 2013-14 
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http://www.debatingeurope.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/archives/debate-future-europe/new-narrative/index_en.htm
http://www.narratives.eu/
http://www.euractiv.com/eu-elections-2014/new-narrative-europe-myth-mythom-analysis-533826


 
 

Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 2013-14 
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http://www.newpactforeurope.eu/


 
 

Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 2013-14 
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http://www.debatingeurope.eu/
http://www.debatingeurope.eu/debates/
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/77251112/Snapshot Report 2014/DE_Rapport2014_Web_hyperlinks.pdf


 
 

Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 

Project: "Horizon EU" European citizenship: a horizontal development 
http:// ec.europa.eu/citizenship/news-events/news/29072014ter_en.htm  
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http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/news-events/news/29072014ter_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/news-events/news/29072014ter_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/news-events/news/29072014ter_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/news-events/news/29072014ter_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/pdf/citizens_eu_involvement_-_national_results.pdf
http://www.notre-europe.eu/media/howcitizensseeeu-timmerman-ne-jdi-nov14.pdf?pdf=ok
http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/europe-for-citizens-programme/index_en.htm


 
 

Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 2013-14 

 
4th /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ !ƎƻǊŀΣ с-8 November 2013 

Youth Unemployment 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00567de5f7/Agora.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00567de5f7/Agora.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00567de5f7/Agora.html


 
 

Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 

¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ ŘǿƛƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅ 
is an acute political challenge. Trust in EU institutions is 
declining even in countries where the union once had 
high levels of support. Populist parties are rising and 
turning against the EU. To restore its legitimacy, the EU 
needs to respond to public apathy and anger with 
emotional intelligence and to offer solutions that feel 
relevant to people outside the Brussels bubble.    

Emotional intelligence 
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http://carnegieeurope.eu/2015/01/26/emotional-intelligence-for-eu-democracy/i0nq


 
 

Interactive Communication: 
Participatory democracy initiatives 

New book published in June 2013 
 
Is Europe Listening to Us? Successes 
and failures of EU Citizen 
Consultations 
Ashgate, 2013 

How effective have these initiatives been? 
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http://www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409454359


The role of information and communication 
in the governance of the European Union 

Making the EU more transparent 
 

ωEuropean Transparency Initiative 
ωAccess to documents 
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http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dfu.min.dk/dfu/data/filemanager/protect/$00000092_EU_Flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cbponline.com/articles.asp?id=209&h=1067&w=1600&sz=153&tbnid=ctjUlOD4DB4J::&tbnh=100&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=photos+of+the+EU&usg=__y0rU2z-Rcf7bh0oIycLexNxCiVs=&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=2&ct=image&cd=1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dfu.min.dk/dfu/data/filemanager/protect/$00000092_EU_Flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cbponline.com/articles.asp?id=209&h=1067&w=1600&sz=153&tbnid=ctjUlOD4DB4J::&tbnh=100&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=photos+of+the+EU&usg=__y0rU2z-Rcf7bh0oIycLexNxCiVs=&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=2&ct=image&cd=1


Openness and transparency in the EU 
Is the EU open and transparent? 

Â Transparency is defined as the right of citizens to 
access information to enable their effective 
participation ς and, in doing so, strengthen the 
European institutions. 

ÂOpen government is good because it underpins the 
legitimacy and credibility of democracy as a form of 
government.  Secondly, it can improve the quality of 
decisions taken. 
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¢ƘŜ 9¦ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘΧ 
 
ÅOpenness and transparency are now featured in Primary 
EU Treaties 
ÅDecision making: open and democratic ς reforms over the 
years  
ÅEU information and communication activities ς 
participation initiatives ς websites ς social media etc 
ÅPress Corps / Lobbying 
 

.¦¢Χ 
 

Openness and transparency in the EU 
The evidence for and against 
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ÅΨ/ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ŜŎǊŜŎȅΩ [Committee of Independent Experts, 1999] 

 

ÅComplexity of decision making 
ÅDecision making website 
ÅHow open is each EU Institution? 

ÅEuropean Parliament / European Commission / Council of the European Union 

ÅLƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ΨTrilogues / TrialoguesΩ 
Å2004-09 80% of decisions were agreed in this way 

ÅComitology 
ÅEurogroup chief: ΨLϥƳ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŎǊŜǘΣ ŘŀǊƪ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎΩΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нлммόNBTTIP, 2015)) 
ÅThe shady side of sunlight ς debate in 2011 

 

ÅChallenge of language: multilingual but resource limitations  
[policy on Europa] [Ombudsman ruling, December 2011: 

    Commission should publish public consultations in all EU languages ] 
 
 
 

 

Openness and transparency in the EU 
The evidence for and against 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/experts/default_en.htm
http://drcwww.uvt.nl/dbi/instructie/eu/en/T24.htm
http://www.euractiv.com/future-eu/trilogues-boost-influence-majori-analysis-515205
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1191239
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=implementing.home
http://euobserver.com/9/32222
http://polscieu.ideasoneurope.eu/2011/09/20/the-shady-side-of-sunlight-a-reply-to-stephan-grimmelikhuijsen/
http://ec.europa.eu/languages/policy/language-policy/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/recentPressReleasesAction.do?guiLanguage=en&hits=500
http://europa.eu/abouteuropa/language_policy/index_en.htm
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/press/release.faces/en/11057/html.bookmark
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52015DC0418&rid=1
http://www.politico.eu/article/eu-mandatory-transparency-register-juncker-squizzed-out/


 
 

Openness and transparency in the EU 
The evidence for and against 
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Trilogues 

ά¢I9w9 !w9 bh aLb¦¢9{ ¢I!¢ /ha9 h¦¢ !C¢9w²!w5{Φ L¢Ω{ b9±9w 
QUITE CLEAR WHEN THE MEETINGS ARE ON OR HOW THE DECISION 
a!YLbD L{ /!wwL95 h¦¢Σέ ς 9aL[¸ hΩw9L[[¸, EU OMBUDSMAN 

Event: Trilogues and transparent law-making, Brussels, 28 September 2015 

http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1206765
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-priorities-2020/secretive-trialogue-talks-agree-eu-law-face-investigation-313936
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/activities/calendarevent.faces/en/1001/html.bookmark
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1204294
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-secretary-general/resource/static/files/Documents section/SPforEP/Trilogue_negotiations.pdf
https://euobserver.com/investigations/123555
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/trade-society/trade-secrets-trialogue-underlines-eus-democratic-deficit-317714


ÅTransparency of recipients of EU funds particularly agriculture and structural funds 
[Beneficiaries of grants] 
ÅDEFRA: CAP Payments Search 
ÅCall to Germany, April 2009 / IP/09/694 
ÅFinancial Transparency System 

ÅTransparency of interests in EU Institutions especially EP and Commission  
ÅCommission Communication on professional ethics (SEC (2008)301) 
ÅEuropean Parliament allowances [EO on EP, July 2008] 
ÅEuropean Parliament attendance records to be made public 
ÅEO Annual Report 2010: 33% of allegations concerned transparency (May 2011) 

ÅTransparency in the fight against fraud in the EU budget 

ÅTransparency of interests of lobbyists 
Å2008: Register of Interest Representatives launched [COM (2008)323] 

European Transparency Initiative 
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http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/funding/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/commu/beneficiaries/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/grants/beneficiaries_en.htm
http://cap-payments.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.euractiv.com/en/pa/germany-pressured-disclose-farm-aid-beneficiaries/article-181617
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/694&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/beneficiaries/fts/index_en.htm
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/recommen/en/053643.htm
http://www.euractiv.com/en/pa/meps-attendance-records-set-publication/article-178764
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/showResource?resourceId=1305279627079_ar_2010_en.pdf&type=pdf&download=true&lang=en
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/showResource?resourceId=1305276468212_press_release_2011_11_EN.pdf&type=pdf&download=true&lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/docs/323_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/index_en.htm


ÅAccess to legislation 

ÅYour voice in Europe: access to open consultations 

ÅInformation on Commission Impact Assessment 

ÅRegister of Expert Groups 

ÅComitology Register 

ÅTransparency Register 

ÅInformation about recipients of EU Funds 

ÅOpen Data Portal 

ÅEthics for Commissioners 

ÅEthics for Staff 

ÅCivil Society 
 

European Transparency Initiative 
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http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/index_en.htm


Find details of organisations that seek to influence 
όΨƭƻōōȅΩύ ǘƘŜ 9¦ 

ÅRegister is a voluntary requirement 
ÅTransparency Register launched in July 2011 and   
  combined the functions of the old European  
  Commission Register of Interest Representatives 
  and European Parliament Register of Lobbyists 
Å Some discussion as to Council joining the Register 
 

European Transparency Initiative 
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http://www.corporateeurope.org/
http://www.seap.be/
http://www.alter-eu.org/
http://www.act4europe.org/code/en/default.asp
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:191:0029:0038:EN:PDF
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Home/tabid/454/Default.aspx
http://theecpa.eu/
http://www.epaca.org/
http://europa.eu/transparency-register/
http://www.transparencyinternational.eu/


Transparency Register 
2013 - 2014 

 
Å  Over 6,861 registrations (as of 14.09.14) 
Å  Council now involved with an Observer to the Secretariat  
    administering the Register 
ÅA EP/Commission review in 2013 came up with 30 recommendations to 

improve the Transparency Register to be reinforced and EP want it to be 
ultimately made mandatory 

ÅCommission / EP announce new revised rules in April 2014 and new 
website due by January 2015 

ÅCommissioner-designate Timmermans in EP Hearing on the 7 Oct 2014 
says he supports a mandatory Transparency Register 

   

 

European Transparency Initiative 
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http://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/info/openFile.do?fileName=mailing_template_jory_joint_transparency_register_final.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-1252_en.htm?locale=EN
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-302_en.htm
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1197364
http://europa.eu/transparency-register/
http://www.alter-eu.org/sites/default/files/documents/Dodgy-data.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2013/130558/LDM_BRI(2013)130558_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.alter-eu.org/book/bursting-the-brussels-bubble
http://www.alter-eu.org/documents/2013/06/rescue-the-register
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/Full_EU_lobby_transparency_now/
http://www.lobbyplanet.eu/


Transparency Register 
2015 

 
Å  Over 8,303 registrations (as of 13.09.15) 
Å  New version of the Transparency Register launched in January 
   2015 
   Modern design and easier navigation from the homepage 

   More straightforward registration process 

   Comprehensive guidelines and updated frequently asked questions (FAQs) 

   Extended search options 

   More efficient Helpdesk services 

   Improved European Parliament accreditation procedure 

   Live updates of most recent registrations  

   Useful links to information sources and related background 

   All registrants to declare financial information on an equal basis 

   Increased disclosure of relevant activities 

 

Å Commission promises to adopt proposal in 2015 to create a 
       mandatory Register of Lobbyists 
 
Å March 2015: Alter-EU fears that proposed  mandatory 

Register will not be a legislative proposal, but part of a new 
non-legislative Inter-Institutional Agreement 

  

 

European Transparency Initiative 
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http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1200837
http://alter-eu.org/documents/2015/03
http://alter-eu.org/documents/2015/03
http://alter-eu.org/documents/2015/03
http://europa.eu/transparency-register/
http://alter-eu.org/documents/2015/01


LobbyFacts is a joint project of Corporate Europe Observatory, LobbyControl and 
Friends of the Earth Europe, and uses information from the EU's Transparency 
Register.  Launched in September 2014 
 
Who are the biggest spenders in lobbying? Which organisations have the most EU 
parliament lobbyist passes? Is there a balance between corporate and public 
interest lobbying? LobbyFacts digests and analyses the data to help you answer 
these kinds of questions. 

European Transparency Initiative 

What can the EU do to ensure that legislation has the public interest at its 
heart and that the risk of corruption, conflicts of interest and policy 
capture are reduced? One answer is to make the EU policy-making 
landscape more transparent and the real influence of EU level lobbyists 
more visible. 
 
How? ς Through the use of an  EU Legislative Footprintέ 
 
What is a legislative footprint? ς A comprehensive public record of 
ƭƻōōȅƛǎǘǎΩ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ 
input and contacts with lobbyists. 
 
Who should use it? ς All those involved in the EU policy-making process 
(public or elected officials alike).  2015 proposal 
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http://www.lobbyfacts.eu/
http://www.transparencyinternational.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Transparency-05-small-text-web.pdf


European Transparency Initiative 

 
Alter-EU published this report in March 2015 

Navigating the lobby labyrinth 
 

The guide was intended to help MEPs demonstrate their commitment to transparency 
and fulfil their obligations to be receptive to public opinion, open to public scrutiny and 
fully independent to defend the public interest. 
 
Deals with Codes of Conduct ς Conflicts of interest ς Hospitality ς Access to documents -  
Second jobs and shareholdings ς Revolving doors ς Lobbying ς Legislative footprint ς 
Ethical behaviour.t help MEPs demonstrate their commitment to transparency and fulfil 
their obligations to be receptive to public opinion, open to public scrutiny, and fully 
independent in order to defend the public interest. 
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Transparency International published this report in April 2015 
Lobbying in Europe:  Hidden influence ς Privileged access 

 
How do European countries compare in terms of lobbying regulation? Does the public 
know who is lobbying whom, on what matters and with how much money? Are lobbyists 
and their targets guided by ethical standards? And does the public have the opportunity 
to participate in public-decision making? 
 
The report ranks 19 countries and three EU institutions in terms of their overall 
performance in safeguarding against undue influence and in promoting open and ethical 
lobbying. It also ranks their performance in three critical and inter-related areas of 
effective lobbying regulation. 

http://www.alter-eu.org/documents/2015/03/navigating-the-lobby-labyrinth
http://www.alter-eu.org/documents/2015/03/navigating-the-lobby-labyrinth
http://www.transparency.org/news/feature/europe_a_playground_for_special_interests_amid_lax_lobbying_rules
http://www.transparency.org/news/feature/europe_a_playground_for_special_interests_amid_lax_lobbying_rules
http://www.transparency.org/news/feature/europe_a_playground_for_special_interests_amid_lax_lobbying_rules
http://www.transparency.org/news/feature/europe_a_playground_for_special_interests_amid_lax_lobbying_rules
http://www.transparency.org/news/feature/europe_a_playground_for_special_interests_amid_lax_lobbying_rules


European Transparency Initiative 

Press Release: TTIP negotiating mandate made 
public (09.10.14), but European Ombudsman 

calls for more transparency (07.01.15). 
Juncker defends the need for negotiations 

behind closed doors, Sept 2015 
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New 
in 

2015 

http://www.wobbing.eu/
http://www.access-info.org/eut/11952
http://openinterests.eu/
http://www.votewatch.eu/
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1197439
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1197439
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1200394
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1200394
https://theconversation.com/mission-impossible-juncker-calls-for-a-more-political-eu-47327
http://www.whofishesfar.org/


European Transparency Initiative 

EU Integrity Watch is a user-friendly database that provides a unique overview of the activities of members of the 
European Parliament (MEPs) and enables a range of rankings and visual comparisons. It also allows to better 
monitor potential conflicts of interests or to identify those MEPs with a high degree of external activity. 
EU Integrity Watch was launched in October 2014 by the Transparency International EU Office (TI-EU). The project is 
co-funded by the Open Society Initiative for Europe (OSIFE), with a contribution by the King Baudouin Foundation. 
 
See expansion of EU Integrity Watch in June 2015 to also provide information on European Commission / 
Commissioners and lobbyists 

The role of information and communication in the 

governance of the EU.  19 September 2015.             

College of Europe: Natolin: Library Information Seminar  

http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/about/offices-foundations/open-society-initiative-europe
http://www.kbs-frb.be/index.aspx?langtype=1033
http://www.kbs-frb.be/index.aspx?langtype=1033
http://www.kbs-frb.be/index.aspx?langtype=1033
http://www.kbs-frb.be/index.aspx?langtype=1033
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1204903
http://www.integritywatch.eu/


European Ombudsman  
and transparency  

 
 

European Ombudsman takes an interest in 
 

Å Transparency issues in the EU Institutions  όΨGuardian of EU ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅΩύ 
Å Ethical issues (Conflicts of interest / revolving doors / Whistleblowing) 
Å Participation of citizens in EU decision making (ECI) 
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Event: Is Brussels the new Washington, 
D.C.?" Lobbying transparency in the EU 

Brussels, 11 May 2015 
Speech by EO 

 

Event: Trilogues and transparent 
law-making, Brussels, 28 
September 2015 

http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/activities/calendarevent.faces/en/961/html.bookmark
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1203901
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1204294
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/press/release.faces/en/60046/html.bookmark
file:///C:/Users/sliirt.X00270E2EFB39/Downloads/150724_letter to President Juncker_revolving doors.pdf
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/activities/calendarevent.faces/en/1001/html.bookmark


ÅWhy access to documents is considered important: 
accountability 
ÅRegulation (EC) 1049/2001 regarding public access to 
European Parliament, Council and Commission 
documents, May 2001 
ÅGreen Paper Review of 1049/2001, April 2007 
ÅNew proposal, April 2008  
ÅStatewatch Observatory   / Current status of proposal / EP calls for 

action, June 2013 / State of Play, November 2013 

ÅRegisters of documents 
ÅCommission ς Parliament ς Council ς Comitology  

Access to documents 
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32001R1049&rid=2
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/revision/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/access_documents/docs/229_en.pdf
http://www.statewatch.org/foi/observatory-access-reg-2008-2009.htm
http://www.statewatch.org/foi/observatory-access-reg-2008-2009.htm
http://www.statewatch.org/foi/observatory-access-reg-2008-2009.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5632032
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2013/jun/ep-access-docs-prel.pdf
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2013/jun/ep-access-docs-prel.pdf
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2013/nov/eu-council-access-reg-15698-13.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/recherche.cfm?CL=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/registre/recherche/RechercheSimplifiee.cfm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/documents/access-to-council-documents-public-register
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Notice.do?mode=dbl&lng1=fr,en&lang=&lng2=cs,da,de,el,en,es,et,fi,fr,hu,it,lt,lv,mt,nl,pl,pt,sk,sl,sv,&val=259673:cs&page=1&hwords=1049~
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Notice.do?mode=dbl&lng1=fr,en&lang=&lng2=cs,da,de,el,en,es,et,fi,fr,hu,it,lt,lv,mt,nl,pl,pt,sk,sl,sv,&val=259673:cs&page=1&hwords=1049~


Council of Europe has also adopted CETS No.205, 2009  
Convention on Access to Official Documents 

Access to documents 
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This Convention is the first binding international legal instrument to recognise a general right of access to official 
documents held by public authorities. Transparency of public authorities is a key feature of good governance and an 
indicator of whether or not a society is genuinely democratic and pluralist. The right of access to official documents 
is also essential to the self-development of people and to the exercise of fundamental human rights. It also 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 
This Convention lays down a right of access to official documents. Limitations on this right are only permitted in 
order to protect certain interests like national security, defence or privacy. 
 

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/QueVoulezVous.asp?NT=205&CL=ENG


Annual Reports on Access to documents 
 from the EU Institutions 

Access to documents 

+ Annex 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/register/pdf/rapport_annuel_2013_EN.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Notice.do?mode=dbl&lng1=fr,en&lang=&lng2=cs,da,de,el,en,es,et,fi,fr,hu,it,lt,lv,mt,nl,pl,pt,sk,sl,sv,&val=259673:cs&page=1&hwords=1049~
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Notice.do?mode=dbl&lng1=fr,en&lang=&lng2=cs,da,de,el,en,es,et,fi,fr,hu,it,lt,lv,mt,nl,pl,pt,sk,sl,sv,&val=259673:cs&page=1&hwords=1049~
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:383e00b5-3c17-11e5-98a0-01aa75ed71a1.0017.03/DOC_3&format=HTML&lang=EN&parentUrn=CELEX:52015DC0391
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/workarea/downloadAsset.aspx?id=40802198094
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/1/2015/EN/1-2015-391-EN-F1-1.PDF


Proposal to amend Regulation 1049/2001 launched in 
2008 still being negotiated   
[Latest Text: May 2012] 
 
European Parliament adopted Resolution  
June 2013 saying adoption should be a priority 
 
November 2013: State of Play (Deadlock) 
 

 

 

 

 

Making the EU more Transparent 
Access to documents 
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http://euobserver.com/media/src/2d099962690597277937f7e0a1ab1abe.doc
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2013/jun/ep-access-docs-prel.pdf
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2013/nov/eu-council-access-reg-15698-13.pdf
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2013/nov/eu-council-access-reg-15698-13.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5632032
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2013/nov/eu-council-access-reg-15698-13.pdf
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2014/mar/ep-access-report-as-adopted.pdf


Judgement in ECJ Case C-280/11 P, October 2013. 
Council loses appeal relating to refusal of access to 
information relating to the identity of Member States 
which put forward proposals in the context of 
legislative negotiations 

 

Making the EU more Transparent 
Access to documents 

Judgement in ECJ Case C-350/12 P - Council v In 't 
Veld, July 2014 in a case brought by Dutch MEP Sophie 
In't Veld in the area of access to documents and 
international treaties.  

Deadlocked EU transparency reform finds new 
impetus [EurActiv, 25.09.14] 
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http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1185302
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1185302
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1185302
http://www.access-info.org/en/european-union/501-court-case-ecj-2013
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194151
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194151
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194151
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194151
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194151
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194151
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194151
http://www.access-info.org/en/european-union/597-int-veld-ruling
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1196881
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1196881


 
Statewatch:  

Observatory on the EU Access to Documents Regulation 

Making the EU more Transparent 
Access to documents 
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http://www.statewatch.org/foi/observatory-access-reg-2008-2009.htm
http://www.access-info.org/pub-and-toolkits/10632
http://www.access-info.org/what-is-the-right-to-know


 
Making the EU more Transparent 

 

 
Find more information on openness and transparency  

in the EU through ESO 

Some recent 2014 / 15 openness and transparency issues 
Å EU expert groups dominated by corporate interest, say NGOs 
Å Ombudsman: Calls on EU Institutions to  adopt whistleblowing rules 
Å Court ruling to boost access to EU documents 
Å Commission's alleged secret contacts with the tobacco industry under EU 

investigation 
Å EU Anti-Corruption report (European Commission)  / EU Integrity Report (TI) 
Å Code of Conduct for MEPs / Ethical standards 
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http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?subject=2.3.c
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1195688
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1195688
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1201844
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194151
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194151
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194104
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1194104
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1189463
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1189463
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1189463
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1191841
http://www.alter-eu.org/taxonomy/term/25


The role of information and communication 
in the governance of the European Union 

The role of the media ς new and old 
 

Television ς Radio - The Internet ς Web-streaming ς  
Social media - Blogs ς Twitter ς Facebook 
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http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thepublican.com/Pictures/web/j/n/a/national_newspapers_montage.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thepublican.com/story_attachment.asp?storycode=55463&seq=1&type=P&c=1&h=341&w=580&sz=65&tbnid=I6E9cFO291gJ::&tbnh=79&tbnw=134&prev=/images?q=images+of+newspapers&hl=en&usg=__WZ3EDZYHuTtFVuyMVpF_obSyjb8=&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=4&ct=image&cd=1
http://www.germes-online.com/direct/dbimage/50052434/34__Color_Television.jpg


European Public Sphere 
Attempts to create or sustain a pan-European debate  

But challenges remain 
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http://euranetplus-inside.eu/
http://www.eufeeds.eu/
http://www.eurotopics.net/
http://www.voxeurop.eu/en
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/series/europa
http://www.euronews.net/
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/all/video
https://euobserver.com/opinion/125744
https://euobserver.com/political/116280
http://www.politico.eu/


European Public Sphere 
Google: Digital News Initiative, April 2015  
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http://www.digitalnewsinitiative.com/
http://www.digitalnewsinitiative.com/#main
http://www.digitalnewsinitiative.com/participants/


The Brussels-based media 

 

+ The Brussels press corps is not the largest in the world ς as many in the EU capital like to boast. London, with 
over 1700 correspondents, dwarfs Brussels. Washington D.C is substantially bigger and Paris roughly the same 
size. 
+ Another myth is that of the άƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ shrinking EU press ŎƻǊǇǎέ as one Economist article trumpeted in 2010. In 
fact, the number of accredited journalists in Brussels has grown almost continuously ς from 259 in 1976, to 480 in 
1987, to 783 in 1995 and 929 in 2004. In the last decade numbers have been more or less stable. In May 2012, 
the date the last directory of journalists was published and from which the figures below are taken, there were 
931 reporters. This rose to 1022 in September 2013 and fell to 934 in October 2014. In addition to these 934 
journalists, there were 145 accredited technicians, 124 cameramen, 40 producers and 34 photographers. 
+ Almost half of accredited EU journalists ς 46% ς work alone. Only 27% of reporters work in an office with more 
than 10 people. 
+ The biggest bureaus in Brussels are public TV stations, news agencies and niche media aimed at the Brussels 
bubble. The five largest are German broadcaster ARD (24), Chinese wire Xinhua (23), EU news service Europolitics 
(20), Thomson Reuters (17) and the BBC (15). A full list of bureaus with five or more journalists can be found here. 
 + In May 2012, 40% of Brussels journalists worked for print media, 29% for TV and radio, 26% for agencies and 
5% for digital-only media 
Germany supplies the largest contingent of EU accredited journalists (113), followed by the UK (109) and Belgium 
(77). There has been a drop in the number of Italian and Dutch journalists covering the EU from Brussels since 
2004, which has been compensated for by a spectacular rise in Chinese reporters (from 17 in 2004 to 43 in 2012). 
+ Two-thirds of accredited journalists in Brussels are men and one third women. 
+ The number of freelancers has jumped in the last decade ς from just 5 in 2002 to 64 in 2012. 
+ The most widely read media amongst MEPs and Parliament staff is the BBC and Financial Times, according to a 
poll by ComRes ZN in 2012. The BBC was also the most widely read by a9tǎΩ assistants, Commission staff, 
Permanent Representations and EU agencies. The FT headed the poll amongst think tanks, Brussels-based 
journalists and businesses. The Economist was joint top with Parliament staff and think thanks and number one 
with academics. 
+ The Brussels journalist with the most Twitter followers is [ƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Jean Quatremer with 69,963 loyal fans. FT 
bureau chief Peter Spiegel has 40,495 and BBC Europe Editor Gavin Hewitt 36,015. 
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http://cleareurope.eu/big-beasts-brussels-media-jungle/
http://cleareurope.eu/big-beasts-brussels-media-jungle/
http://digitalpulse.eu/EUDigitalPulse_2012.pdf
http://digitalpulse.eu/EUDigitalPulse_2012.pdf
http://digitalpulse.eu/EUDigitalPulse_2012.pdf
http://twitter.com/quatremer
http://twitter.com/quatremer
http://twitter.com/quatremer
http://twitter.com/spiegelpeter
http://twitter.com/spiegelpeter
http://twitter.com/spiegelpeter
https://twitter.com/bbcgavinhewitt
https://twitter.com/bbcgavinhewitt
https://twitter.com/bbcgavinhewitt
http://cleareurope.eu/10-things-need-know-brussels-press-corps/


The Brussels-based media 
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http://cleareurope.eu/big-beasts-brussels-media-jungle/


    

The Brussels-based media 

In recent years, media coverage of the European Union has faced its most serious test. The 
interlinked crises in the Union have severely tested the expertise of the EU press corps, 
many of whom have struggled to cope with its complexities, and have thrown into sharper 
relief the differences among the national coverages. At the same time, the crises have 
deepened trends towards euro scepticism in many EU member states - thus putting pressure 
on correspondents to be more sceptical, analytical, argumentative and even hostile, in their 
reporting. This development has revealed a greater gulf between reporters - who are now 
more sceptical than their predecessors - and the press service and officials of the EU, who 
remain strongly committed to the narrative of an 'ever-closer union'. Yet - in contrast to the 
rising euro scepticism - the crises have emphasised the need perceived by European officials 
and many European politicians for deeper integration, at least among Euro currency 
members, to cope with the crisis. 
 
This book, based on extensive interviews with EU correspondents, editors, public relations 
and other EU executives, will reveal for the first time how this powerful group of institutions 
at the heart of the Union are covered - or are not covered. The analysis and critique of the 
present coverage also carries a series of recommendations on how it might be made to 
better serve the citizens of the EU members. The authors highlight the structural and historic 
difficulties in covering a multinational institution, and the struggle - generally unsuccessful - 
to develop a journalism which can fully hold the institutions to account, and find an audience 
which goes beyond the narrow circles of professionals and politicians who are closely 
concerned with the business of the Union. 
 
IB Taurus, September 2014 
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http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Economics finance business  management/Industry  industrial studies/Media information  communication industries/Press  journalism/Reporting the EU News Media and the European Institutions.aspx?menuitem={DFF51E2F-C0BA-4928-ACC4-415188DCDEE8}


    

The Brussels-based media 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call for a High Level Group for a healthy EU 
Media sector 

 
#MEDIA4EU: EU Strategy for Independent 

& Sustainable Media 
 

On 29 January 2015 Fondation EurActiv organised the 
#Media4EU event in the European Parliament, gathering 120+ 
policy-makers, stakeholders and media representatives to discuss 
an EU strategy for independent and sustainable media in 
Europe. This included 6 Policy Principles along with 6 matching 
Practical EU Actions. These could be facilitated by establishing a 
High-Level Group now to advise on EU media policy during the 
current mandate. 2014-2019. 
 
Overall, the debate revealed strong support for an EU strategy for 
the media sector, and for innovative projects. At the same time, 
most actions should be decentralised, and the press corps should 
not compromise its independence. 
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http://www.euractiv.com/files/media4eu_-_eu_strategy_for_independent_sustainable_media_-_final_29-01-2015.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/files/media4eu_-_eu_strategy_for_independent_sustainable_media_-_final_29-01-2015.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/files/media4eu_-_eu_strategy_for_independent_sustainable_media_-_final_29-01-2015.pdf


    

The Brussels-based media 
Representative and Training Organisations 

.  

News Impact Summit Brussels, 24.02.15 : A new 

type of media innovation event for journalists and 

editors, organised by the EJC in cooperation with 

the News Lab at Google,  It focused on new 

approaches and tools to cover the European Union, 

with a strong emphasis on data driven approaches 
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http://newsimpact.io/events/news-impact-summit-brussels/
http://www.pressclub.be/
http://www.aej.org/
http://www.ejc.nl/
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/media-freedom-and-innovations/european-specialist-media-dodges-crisis-314309


The Brussels-based media 
News or propaganda 

 
Four EU states have backed plans on how to combat Russian propaganda, including a 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ŎǊŀŎƪŘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ άƛƴŎƛǘŜ ƘŀǘǊŜŘέΦ  
 
The two-page informal paper - endorsed by Denmark, Estonia, Lithuania, and the UK and seen 
by EUobserver - was circulated to EU capitals on Friday (9 January).  
 
Lǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀǎ άŀƴ ŀǎȅƳƳŜǘǊƛŎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
ǇƻǿŜǊέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇƻǎŜǎ άŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŜŘƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦έΦ  
 
Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9¦ άŀǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀέ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ άǊŀƛǎŜώǎϐ 
public support for economic and political reforms, which in the long-term are the most 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅέΦ  
 
.ǳǘ ƛǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ 9¦ άǇǳƴŎƘŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ƛǘǎ ǿŜƛƎƘǘέ ōȅ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ άŀƴǘƛǉǳŀǘŜŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ 
channels such as one-ƻŦŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ άǘƻƻ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭΣ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅέΦ  
 
The non-ǇŀǇŜǊ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ 9¦ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ 
ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ άƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜΣ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜΣ ƛƴŎƛǘŜ ƘŀǘǊŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜ ǿŀǊέΦ  
 
EUObserver, 09.01.15      Further information in ESO 
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http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1202663
https://euobserver.com/foreign/127155
http://reuniting-europe.blogactiv.eu/2015/03/13/euronews-becomes-the-voice-of-russia/
http://sputniknews.com/
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/global-europe/eu-sets-communication-team-counter-russian-propaganda-312837
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/blogs-eu-31932005

